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My choice for shotgun is a Mossberg 930 JM Tactical Pro Series, which is a 12-gauge autoloader 
that holds 8 rounds in the magazine tube and one in the chamber; this varies by shotshell manufacturer 
and if I’m shooting 2¾-inch shells or 3-inch.  It has a 24-inch barrel with a vented rib (top of the 
barrel) making it about 44½ inches in length overall. There is no rear sight on this shotgun, and it has 
a fiber-optic front sight with a synthetic stock. I know you don’t usually “aim” a shotgun, but where 
I’m right handed and left-eye dominant, a rear sight would help sometimes. 

A couple of changes on my 930 from the stock versions are a beveled  polished loading gate and 
a combat bolt handle.  I know that from the factory the loading gate is beveled, but mine has been 
beveled even more and the edges have all been polished for silky smooth reloads.   

When most people talk about shotguns for the sport of 3-Gun, the predominant shotgun used is the FNH 
SLP with an 8-round magazine tube, usually with an extension. This is an outstanding shotgun for the sport 
and one we have been using for the last five years and still use extensively. Sometimes the Benelli M4 is 
mentioned. This year, we have included a new shotgun into our 3-Gun training and competition. It is the 
Mossberg 930 JM PRO (Jerry Miculek Series.) Designed by Jerry Miculek, this is an outstanding 12-gauge 
3” chambered shotgun specifically designed for the sport of 3-Gun. Some of the features include:

This shotgun was put through the wringer with testing, training, and competition this year, 
including at the MGM Ironman. The MGM Ironman is the toughest 3-Gun competition in the 
country, and in 2-1/2 days, you usually shoot close to 450 rounds of shotgun shells including 
standard 7-1/2 bird, heavy game loads of #4 or #6, and slugs. The Mossberg 930 JM PRO came 
through with flying colors! Here is what some of our junior competitors thought about it:

The thing I like the most about it is that 
it’s the best “out-of-the-box” shotgun 
for the money (in my opinion) to 
shoot 3-Gun. With Mossberg’s dual 
gas system, the 930 has a lighter 
recoil and easier cycling.  One 
thing I did notice with this shotgun 
over my pump shotguns is that it 
will not cycle really light loads; 
some target loads work fine and 
some do not.  I found this out 
the hard way on the “surprise” 
stage at the MGM Ironman 
this year; not good.  Reduced 
recoil slugs are fine but not 
light shot-shell loads like 
Winchester’s WinLite, for 
example.

Jessica Brown, 15

Justin Underwood, 14

Jessica racking the bolt back on her 930 JM during the Ironman.

930 JM PRO

Mossberg’s
Introduction By: Andy Fink
Junior Writers: Jessica Brown, 15 | Justin Underwood, 14 | Duncan Dye, 15 | Dylan Sacks, 17 | Ryker Kelley, 12

Built to Jerry Miculek’s specifications
8 or 9-Round extended magazine tube
2” or 24” barrel
Beveled loading gate and shorter forend for quicker loading times
Oversized bolt handle and bolt release
Dual gas system offers lighter recoil and easier cycling
Fiber-optic front sight
3” shot-shells or slugs
Free gun lock/2-year limited warranty included
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This shotgun has a ten-round shotgun tube for 2¾-
inch shotgun shells. It is a semi-automatic shotgun with 
one red fiber-optic bead on the top. It can shoot and cycle 
2¾-inch or 3-inch shotgun shells. The Length Of Pull (LOP) is 
very good for a guy my size with short little arms. In my opinion, 
this shotgun has great balance and aligns on target extremely well. The 
weight can get heavy at times for me since I am not very tall, but the extra 
weight is helpful when it comes to recoil. The safety is on top which is helpful 
because it is very easy to check if it is on “fire” or not. Since the safety is on top, it 
is also very ambidextrous. During the Ironman, I shot tons of rounds out of it including 
Prairie Storm # 6 shot, various brands of slugs, and many types of #7-½ shot. During the 
Ironman, it jammed on me a few times, but I suspect that this was because I forgot how to take 
out the bolt assembly and it may not have been thoroughly cleaned. The other time it wouldn’t cycle 
was because I had put the gun back together incorrectly. Other than those personal errors hindering its 
performance, it cycled extremely well and is a very reliable shotgun. Now that I know how to take it apart, 
it is an extremely easy shotgun to take apart and usually won’t let you put it together the wrong way.

-

Justin has his left arm out so he can guide the movement of the barrel from target to target.

Justin Underwood, 14

My 12-gauge Mossberg has a 24-inch barrel with a synthetic 
stock, beveled loading gate, along with rear and front 
fiber-optic sights.  It has a quarter-inch cheek pad and is 
chambered for 2¾ and 3-inch shells. 

What I like most about my Mossberg is the enlarged 
charging handle and safety.  I also appreciate that it is 
gas operated and has very smooth cycling.

For the most part, my Mossberg performed 
fantastically in the Ironman competition.  It did 
jam a couple of times due to heavy loads like 
slugs and Prairie Storms, but overall it is a 
great shotgun for 3-Gun competition.

Ryker Kelley, 12

Top: Ryker blasting his clays. The smallest of our junior 3-Gunners at the Ironman 
this year, he did exceptionally well handling the 12-gauge with the long barrel and 
magazine tube. Right: Ryker shooting 12-gauge slugs on stage three of the 
Ironman.

Junior Writers: Jessica Brown, 15 | Justin Underwood, 14 | Duncan Dye, 15 | Dylan Sacks, 17 | Ryker Kelley, 12
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The Mossberg 930 JM Pro Series 
shotguns are amazing! I really loved being 
able to use this shotgun in competition and am 
extremely glad that I have one. First of all, I should 
say that there are two versions, the ten shot and the 
nine shot. 

The nine shot holds eight in the tube and one chambered. 
Its overall length is 42.5 inches and weighs 7.75 lbs. The barrel 
is 22 inches long. The ten shot holds nine in the tube and one 
chambered while being two inches longer because of its extended tube 
and barrel. I don’t know how, but the Mossberg website says that they both 
weigh the same.

Now the fun stuff, actually shooting it! When we first took it out, we had no 
idea how it would do. We shot one of the Powder River 3-Gun matches in Baker 
City, Oregon and I ended up liking it better than the FN SLP that I had used for a year 
and a half. The features that I like the most are:

I have only had two problems with this shotgun and both occurred at the 2013 MGM Ironman. On Stage 8, while loading 
my shotgun in the rack, I knocked the bolt handle loose against another gun, so by my second shot, it flew off and hit the 
range officer (sorry, Keith).  He actually picked it up and handed back to me with a smile “You might need this.”  I made sure 
not to run it dry throughout that stage, and it went well.  My dad had a problem when he shot the Scope Tactical match of the 
MGM Ironman after me and used my shotgun. After four-and-a half-days and 18 stages of the MGM Ironman, the ejector 
broke on the Mossberg. My dad had to dig the fired shells out after every shot until someone handed him their shotgun to 
finish the stage.  When we talked to Mossberg about the ejector, they told my dad to send the gun to them and that they would 
fix it as it is still under warranty.  That is the extent of all the problems I have had with this amazing shotgun.

Remember when I mentioned the foam cheek pad?  Here is the story behind that. When we got the JM Pro Series, we took 
it out to find out how it shoots slugs and where to aim at 50 yards.  We were using the Winchester deer slugs that are rated 
at 1,650 fps.  We had used these in the FN SLP for two years.  The Mossberg is much lighter. The first several shots made 
Dad and I flinch pretty bad.  It seems that the light gun and thin stock tend to bite into your cheek weld.  It would bruise your 
cheek and make it tender after a couple shots.  My dad bought a foam, stick-on cheek pad, and we installed one of the stock 
shims, and it made all the difference in the world.  During the three days of the MGM Ironman, we each shot over 50 slugs; 
no flinch and no pain - problem solved! 

 I did have an issue aiming the slugs with this shotgun because I am used to rifle sights.  The Mossberg comes with a 
vent rib and a front fiber-optic sight.  Just having a red fiber-optic bead on the end of the barrel isn’t very helpful for 
longer distance slugs. We fixed that problem with the Hi-Viz TS-Series rear sight that attaches to the vent rib. 
With that, it is extremely easy to hit slug targets. I did very well with it at all the competitions I have 
shot since I got it.  My dad even got the 40-yard slug spinner during the MGM Ironman; not too 
bad for his first big 3-Gun.

I would recommend this shotgun and would definitely add the Hi-Viz rear sight 
and the cheek pad, about $40 worth of upgrades that are worth their weight 
in gold.  The MSRP of the JM Pro Series is $730. Compared to any 
other 3-Gun ready shotguns on the market, you are paying 
$300 to $600 less for a shotgun that seems to work just 
as well as the high-end guns that I have shot.  
Don’t just take my word for it; go out 
and get your own and put it to the 
test. I think you will like it, 
too.

Top: Rear sight from Hi-Viz on Duncan’s shotgun. 
Middle: Notice the use of the orange chamber safety class. Bottom: Front sight on Duncan’s Mossberg.

Duncan Dye, 15

It runs 
great!

It is lighter 
than the FNH 

SLP!

It is well 
balanced!

The beveled 
loading gate

The bolt 
release is 
lighter!

The 
bolt handle 

is easier to grab!

It shoots everything from 
light recoil to deer slugs 

(Caution: When using slugs I 
suggest a foam cheek pad)



Dylan Sacks, 17
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Mossberg was founded in 1919 
and, with the company’s almost 

century-long existence, has produced 
millions of shotguns for the armed forces and the 

civilian market. With its experiences throughout those 
94 years, Mossberg developed one of the best competition 

shotguns I have ever used, the Mossberg 930 JM PRO.

The Mossberg 930 JM PRO shotgun is a semi-automatic firearm that comes 
with either a 9-round magazine tube or an 8-round tube. You also have the 

choice of getting a 24 or 22-inch barrel. The Mossberg is gas-operated and has a 
buffer spring built into the stock which reduces recoil by a lot. 

Seven months ago I ordered the competition shotgun, and it was delivered in about 
two-and-a half-weeks. The firearm was absolutely perfect when I pulled it out of the 

box. When I shouldered it for the first time, I felt that it was built specifically for me. A set 
of chokes came with the gun along with spacers for the stock, tools, and a manual in the box. 

Throughout training, I used my Mossberg 930, and I used it during the MGM Ironman as well, 
but I noticed a few problems. I could hit birds incredibly well with the stock red, fiber-optic front 

sight, but with slugs, it shot about a foot low and a foot to the right as well. With no way to adjust 
the sight, I was forced to compensate. Also, on the top of the stock where the stock was molded 

together, there was some fray left over, and after putting hundreds of rounds through the gun I was left 
with a pretty nasty laceration on my cheek, but these were easy to fix. I got a pair of TruGlo fiber-optic 

front and rear sights to zero in to hit my slug targets. I fixed the fray by putting duct tape around the stock 
and later removed it altogether with sandpaper.

There was one moment that happened to me with the shotgun that I couldn’t believe; it was during cleaning. After 
taking it apart and putting it back together when I originally got the gun and helping in teaching my teammates how 

to properly clean it, I had become extremely familiar with the mechanics of the Mossberg and noticed that everything 
was loosely in place, especially with the trigger assembly and the bolt. There are no pins, screws, or taps holding 

the mechanics of these two pieces together. After the second day of the Ironman, I disassembled my shotgun for 
cleaning and when I took the barrel out the bolt slid out and multiple pieces of the trigger assembly poured out 

from the loading chamber as if it all had just been thrown in the gun somehow. I couldn’t believe it! I spent 
a solid 40 minutes finding all of the little pins and springs that were buried in the sand at the range plus 

another 30 minutes to put the trigger assembly back together. This later happened to me again as I 
was cleaning the Mossberg at home. 

Even with the bizarre disassembly issue, the shotgun performs amazingly well. I only 
had one failure to eject from a lightly loaded round out of the mound of reloads I had 

made for the Ironman, and that says a lot considering the sandy conditions and 
sporadic, strong winds we were having. Compared to the countless times the 

FN and some Beretta shotguns malfunctioned, there is no contest. If you 
want a reliable shotgun that you want to work every time and 

perform the way you need it to, then look no further. 
The Mossberg is your shotgun.

Dylan’s 
rear sights from 

TruGlo.

Dylan 
picking 
up his 
Mossberg 930 
JM to shoot his 

slug targets on 
stage three of 

the MGM 
Ironman 

2013.

Dylan 
at the 

low 
ready, with 

his eye on 
the target! You 

can see both the 
front and rear 

TruGlo sights he 
installed.

Dylan’s 
front sights 

from TruGlo.
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Ashley Rumble (11)
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 I recently got a chance to test a 
Browning Buck Mark.  It is a very 
cool gun and really nice to shoot. It 
has a match trigger that is very short 
and crisp. It has a chrome barrel and 
wooden grips. The green bead of the 
front sight makes the sight picture very 
clear when looking through it. When I 
shoot it, I do very well with it, and it 
has become my favorite gun. 

When I first got it, I had never shot 
anything but my dad’s Smith and 
Wesson 22A; which although is a very 
good, inexpensive, baseline pistol, 
was very touchy on what ammo went 
through it. The Browning ran without 
a flaw. The slide was very easy to pull, 
though I had trouble with jams because 
of my noodle arms. My dad got to 
shoot it before I did, and he said it was 
like “breaking a glass rod” when you 
pulled the trigger.

It is very accurate and works well if 
you are really into competing with a 
.22 in steel challenge, Ruger Rimfire, 
or bullseye.  It’s a good beginner’s gun 
for people who aren’t used to guns or 
need a gun that’s easy to shoot and easy 
to take care of.  It is so fun to shoot 
and easy to clean. When cleaning the 
Smith and Wesson, it took us a long 
time because the recoil spring would 
suddenly pop out and we would have 
to move it back into place. When I first 
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“...the crown helps keep 
the bullet in a tight spin and 
protects the rifling at the end 
of the barrel...”



  Product Description
• Receiver - Alloy • Matte blued 

finish • Finger grooves 

• Barrel - Slabside • Matte blued 
finish • 5 1/2” length 

• Action - Blowback • Single-
action trigger 

• Grips - Walnut Ultragrip DX™ 
ambidextrous 

• Features - Adjustable Pro-
Target™ rear sight• Truglo®/
Marble’s® fiber-optic front sight 

• Caliber -.22 Long Rifle

• Weight: 2 pounds 2 ounces

• MSRP: $519.99
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shot the Browning in a match, I was 
able to achieve faster times than I did 
with the Smith and Wesson.

It’s lighter than some of the other 
handguns I have tried which makes it 
good for younger kids or people just 
starting. For people who don’t like a 
lot of kick, it’s great.  While loading 
the magazines themselves is very easy, 
sometimes it takes a little extra pushing 
power to get the magazine seated 
properly.  I used this gun in my last 
competition, and it was easy to handle, 
even though some of the targets were 
at a challenging distance for a pistol.   
It has a crowned barrel which makes 
it better because the crown helps keep 

the bullet in a tight spin and protects the 
rifling at the end of the barrel, making it 
much more accurate. Packing it around 
is easy as well. It’s very compact so we 
have no trouble getting it in the bag. I 
really hope I can get one of my own 
soon. It’s a great gun, and if you ever 
get an opportunity to shoot one, you 
should!

Above: Left side view of complete 
gun.
Below: Close-up showing the 
safety, slide lock, magazine release, 
and adjustable rear sights.



 

 
800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 

 
Tactical Weapons  -  Body Armor  -  Competition 
Agency Sales  -  Duty Gear -  Medical Supplies    

NFA  -  Night Vision  -  Custom Kydex 
 

5272 W. Chinden Blvd  -  Garden City, ID 83714 
    Phone # 208-906-0585    

www.ambushtactical.com     

Providing the highest quality firearms & equipment for  
civilian, military and law enforcement personal.  
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STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185
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MGM

Junior Camp2013

The kids and the 
instructors at the 2013 
MGM Junior Camp. 

Bottom row, L to R: BJ 
Norris, Manny Bragg, 
Steve Shroufe, Matt 
Burkett, Jeremiah 

Shafer, Eddie Garcia, 
Rhonda Gibson, and 

Mike Gibson.

A junior 
receiving 
personal 

instruction on 
the rifle from 
Matt Burkett.

One of the 
young ladies 

receiving 
pistol training 

from BJ 
Norris.

Cole Furtney 
representing 

“Junior Shooters” 
magazine received 
additional pointers 

from Travis 
Gibson.

One of the squads 
learning how 
to shoot the 

Modern Sporting 
Rifle in 3-Gun 
competitions.

Cole Furtney 
moving into the 

shooting box and 
shooting one-

handed on the 
move!
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2013

James de Lambert (14)
We are from Onalaska, WI, which is a suburb of La Crosse, WI. This year 

was my first trip to MGM Junior Camp, and we were all very excited.  Rhonda 
Gibson did a great job of keeping us posted with any new news regarding the 

camp during the time leading up to the camp.  The week before camp, we kenneled 
our two dogs and began the drive West. We stopped in Lincoln, NE, the first night 

and then got up the next day and put in a long day of driving to Salt Lake City.  We 
spent two nights in SLC seeing the Temple, Fort Douglas, the City Creek indoor/outdoor 

mall, and went to dinner at Red Rock. It was great family time. We arrived at the Clarion 
Hotel in Ontario, Oregon, on Saturday July 20th. We checked in, and that night we had a chance 

to meet many of the kids and their parents. 
Sunday, we were up very early, and camp began at the Parma Rod and Gun Club in Parma, Idaho.  I 

was in squad 1 which had nine boys and two girls. My squadmates were very friendly and knowledgeable.  
The first day we learned AR or Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR) shooting tips from Matt Burkett, movement 

and trigger control from Phil Strader, and foot movement in and out of the box from Eddie Garcia. After the first 
day, there was a pizza party back at the hotel and then swimming. Day two consisted of a class from Steve Shroufe 

on moving targets, BJ Norris taught moving and shooting, and Manny Bragg taught one-handed shooting and the draw.  
The parents were able to take a shooting class with Top Shot’s season one winner, Iain Harrison, which my dad did, and 

had a great time. Day two ended with games at the range, and back at the hotel, Iain Harrison gave us a presentation and talk.  
Wednesday morning we had a six-stage match, followed by awards and conclusion of the camp.  

I think what my family and I took away from the camp most was the camaraderie of the whole place - from the world-class instructors, 
Rhonda, Mike and Travis Gibson, and the enthusiasm from all the kids attending.  I never heard griping, complaining, or bad things said 
about anyone; the camp was just really very positive, with a family atmosphere. Kids who are in the shooting sports must be grown up when 
they handle their firearms.  It’s not that they can’t joke and have fun, but they must always be aware and safe.  I think maybe that’s why the 
kids behave so well.  I was really impressed with my squadmates.  They were all very talented and all very friendly and willing to share 
ideas.  I will stay in touch with many of them and hope to see them next year as well. 

On the way home, we stopped at Chris Reeve Knives in Boise, Idaho, on my birthday.  Chad at Chris Reeve took us on a great tour.  I was 
fortunate enough to meet Chris Reeve, as he is a knife-making legend.  I had saved up birthday cash, and with some help from my folks was 
able to buy a knife.  Chris was kind and took a photo with me and signed my knife box.  Chris Reeve Knives are some of the finest knives 
made, and it was really special to see and meet the hardworking people who work together to create those special knives. The way home 
we stopped once again in Utah, then Nebraska, and finally home.  Rhonda Gibson treats us all like we are her kids, and I think that is why 
MGM Junior Shooters Camp gets the support it does from sponsors and world-ranked instructors.  The instructors come each year and teach 
in 100-degree temperature on their own dime, and that says something special about the camp.  

 Ryker Kelley  (12)
Last month, I had the opportunity to attend the MGM Junior Shooters Camp in 

Parma, Idaho. It was my first time at any shooting camp so I didn’t really know what 
to expect. There were several great professional shooters there to speak to us and teach 
us about how to be successful competitors in 3-Gun competitions, USPSA, IDPA, and 
steel challenge matches.    

The first pro shooter that my squad listened to and learned from was Manny Bragg.  
Mr. Bragg taught us some finer points about drawing our pistols and pulling the trigger.  
Although some of what he talked about was review for me, he described the techniques 
with so much detail that I took a lot away from the lesson. After he was finished speaking, 
he had us all shoot a 3-inch circle. We all shot five times with our strong hand and five times 
with our weak hand. I was really happy when I hit the circle 9 out of 10 times. The closest score for 
the other shooters was 7 out of 10. I received a plaque for the Top Shot at the end of the camp and that was 
really cool.  

The best part about camp was getting to know my squad members and seeing the professional shooters. The people 
from MGM were really nice and thoughtful and worked really hard to make sure everything was organized and taken care 
of. The sponsors made it possible for us to have a great time while learning from the best. Without camp, I know that I would 
not have had the opportunity to meet and learn from so many professionals in the industry. Junior Shooters Camp was definitely one 
of the highlights of my summer. I hope to have the opportunity to attend again next year.   

James de 
Lambert with 
John Taffin, 
author and 
renowned 
shootist!

Ryker Kelly: 9 
out of 10 hits: 

five left-handed 
and five right-

handed.

“Junior Shooters Camp was definitely one of the 
highlights of my summer.”  

“I think what my family and I took away from the camp most 
was the camaraderie of the whole place.”



Joshua Cronenwett (14)
After shooting the MGM Ironman in June, I realized how significantly my less-than-optimal pistol shooting 

impacted my overall placing in the match. I had been putting in numerous hours dry firing in my 
garage and practicing draws and magazine changes. Not knowing what I was doing 
wrong, I looked forward to the upcoming MGM Junior Camp that I had registered 
for in March. The camp dialed me in. I learned a lot from the six instructors 
who taught on practicing at home, shooting moving targets, engaging targets 
from different positions with rifles, and everything in between. Now I can see 
the results of this camp in my improved pistol shooting and faster times. 

I’d like to thank Rhonda Gibson and all of the 40 
sponsors of the camp for making the 2013 

MGM Junior Camp a success. I had a great 
time at the camp, and I’m looking forward 
to next year!
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Jack Stinger (15) 
This was my second year attending the MGM Junior Shooters Camp, in Parma, 

Idaho. It wasn’t as hot as last year, by about six degrees, which we were all thankful 
for. And it was great to see the friends I made last year, as well as meet some new 
ones from all over the country.

My first day was spent with instructors Steve Shroufe, BJ Norris, and Manny 
Bragg. We learned about moving targets, shooting and moving at the same time, 
and working on a speed draw.  Each instructor was playful during the off times, 
but very serious when they were teaching, except for Steve, who was always 
excited. Then, at the end of the day, we all hit the pool for some well-deserved 
relaxation after having a great pizza party.

My second day was with instructors Matt Burkett, Phil Strader, and 
Eddie Garcia. Phil is the president of USPSA. We worked on different rifle 
positions and shooting techniques (Matt blew up a box as a demonstration of 
NOT putting your fingers near a muzzle brake – it was pretty cool), shooting 
one-handed at a distance, and moving into position with a loaded pistol. After 
we were done shooting for the day, we had a mini fun match where we shot 
.22LR pistols from Tactical Solutions, Nerf guns, and answered questions about 
our teammates for points!

That night, we had a talk from Top Shot winner, Iain Harrison (he was a hoot and a 
half!), about his personal history, gun laws in the UK, being on and winning Top Shot, 
Season 1, and how his career has expanded from there.  

The third day was a culmination of the skills that we learned in the form of a match. There were six stages, each designed to help 
reinforce the various things that had been targeted in our training. There was a great deal of work and coordination that went into 
putting together a camp like this. None of the experiences that we had would have been possible without the huge effort of Mrs. 
Rhonda Gibson, who we give a heartfelt thank you to.

The weekend we returned home was a 3-Gun match at a local club. I was able to immediately implement the skills I learned. The 
adults who were watching me asked where I learned what I did. It was exciting to tell them about the camp and everyone who came 
to teach. They were all jealous of the opportunity that I had to learn from the top shooters in the country. I am very aware that I have 
been given opportunities that not all people have.

Iain Harrison 
(winner of 

“Top Shot”) 
with Jack 

Stinger (15) 
and his dad, 

Harry.

“I had a great time 
at the camp, and I’m 

looking forward to 
next year!”

 “I am very aware that I have been given 
opportunities that not all people have.”

Jack Stinger from 
Junior Shooters 
magazine getting 

personal Instruction 
from Matt Burkett.

Joshua 
Cronenwett 
putting his 

training to good 
use as he knocks 
over the propeller 

plates.



Joshua Cronenwett (14)
After shooting the MGM Ironman in June, I realized how significantly my less-than-optimal pistol shooting 

impacted my overall placing in the match. I had been putting in numerous hours dry firing in my 
garage and practicing draws and magazine changes. Not knowing what I was doing 
wrong, I looked forward to the upcoming MGM Junior Camp that I had registered 
for in March. The camp dialed me in. I learned a lot from the six instructors 
who taught on practicing at home, shooting moving targets, engaging targets 
from different positions with rifles, and everything in between. Now I can see 
the results of this camp in my improved pistol shooting and faster times. 

I’d like to thank Rhonda Gibson and all of the 40 
sponsors of the camp for making the 2013 

eloading has never been more popular due to:
• High ammo prices
• A desire to create custom loads
• Increased handgun sales creating high ammo demand
• Enjoyment that comes from a great hobby
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Congratulates Our Winners
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James and I were met at 
Hermosillo, Mexico on Saturday 
the 19th of November, 2011 by Luis 
from Desert Hunts.  We had some 
lunch and then drove two hours to 
the ocean.  James got his first view 
of Tiburon Island as we boarded a 
small boat for the 30-minute cruise 
to Tiburon (Tiburon is the largest 
island in the Gulf of California and 
Mexico.) Lance, who had been our 
guide on our last three sheep hunts, 
had arrived two days earlier, and had 
immediately gone off with Desert 
Hunts’ premier guide Pancho, to 
scout Tiburon for sheep. 

Lance met us in a Polaris Ranger 
to make the one hour drive to base 
camp.  Hunting and scouting was all 
the talk.  Lance and Pancho had spent 
a couple of nights out and spotted 
two very nice rams, nicknamed 
Chocolate and White Horn.  We 
arrived at base camp at 8:00 PM, 
had a great dinner and prepared our 
gear for hunting the next morning.  
The plan for the day was to look for 
Chocolate and White Horn.

Sunday
The next morning, we traveled 

in two Rangers for three hours; 
stopping after daylight to let James 
shoot his rifle, and arrived at the 

By: Jim DeBlasio (dad)

Grand Slam at 10!

The Quest

location to look for sheep. 
An hour’s hike placed us in the 

location to glass for sheep.   We glassed 
for the next two hours and were 
watching two groups of sheep.  Each 
group of sheep had mostly ewe’s.

That afternoon one group traveled 
over the ridge of the mountains and 
the other bedded down near the base of 

the mountains.  We headed out to get 
in position to check out how to make 
a move on the ram.  James was out 
front with Lance leading the way.  It 
took us about an hour to get near the 
top of the mountains to view the sheep.  
White Horn was standing proud and 
majestic showing off his horns at about 
800 yards.   We watched him for 15 
minutes, while making a plan to get 
within shooting range.  The route to 
him was pretty solid, decent wind and 
cover within shooting range of where 
he was standing.   Then, all of a sudden, 
the other group of rams showed up on 
top of the ridge, 400 yards from us, 
traveling away from us toward the 
other sheep.  They proceeded to pick 
up the other group and move out of 
the area.  We spent the rest of the day 
moving along at a good clip to try to 
locate where they ended up.  After 
four hours, we began to speculate on 
how the second group of sheep could 
possibly have made us, we ended up 
back at the Rangers.  We were hot, 
tired and ready for the two and a half 
hour drive to base camp.  We got back 
to camp and had a terrific Desert Hunts 
dinner.  The plan for the next day was 
to gear up for a three or four day back 
pack.  

After we ate dinner, James looked at 
Lance and made the comment:  “I love 
Mexico.  This is really cool.  This is 
a Real Hunt, to get to camp out, hike, 
and sleep outside.  This is a Real Hunt, 
just like the TOK dall sheep hunt.”

Monday  
Luis, Pancho and Lance went 

in different directions to glass for 
something we could move on the 
next morning.  Lance got on a ridge, 
about 30 minutes from the Ranger, 
with David, and looked across a gorge 
at another ridge.  There, at 200 yards 
stood a terrific lone ram feeding near 
the top of the ridge.  Lance sent David 
to fetch us while he watched the ram 
feed for the next 45 minutes.  James 
and I arrived 15 minutes after the Ram 
went over the ridge.  It took us 20 
minutes to get to the location the ram 

Conclusion
Desert Sheep - The Last of Four!
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had been feeding.  It was a perfect set 
up; we could see for a mile across the 
next gorge.

We spent the next two hours looking 
and never saw a live animal.  Lance 
said the Ram was big with heart shaped 
horns, the second biggest desert ram he 
had ever seen.  So, we had plenty to 
talk about on this second day.  After 
two days hunting, we had seen three 
shooters and had no excuse for not 
having a ram already.  We were really 
pumped up to find the ram for James.  
After a camp dinner, and a short visit 
about the plans for the next day, we 
prepared our gear and then hit the 
sack.  James was in the mood to chat 
and enjoying every minute of his desert 
sheep hunt.  James relived everything 
about the last two days including 
the monster coyotes, mule deer and 
another desert sheep Lance had spotted 
that afternoon that was five miles from 
him.

Thursday – November 17, 2011 ----  
Thanksgiving Day

So, bright and early, off we go geared 
for three days of spike out.  

James: “Lance, I am going to get a 
ram today.  Do you know what I am 
going to name him?

Lance: “No.”
James: “Gobbler”
We drove one hour from base camp, 

and began a three hour march up and 
down, over and under brush and rocks 
to a place that Luis uses for a spike 
camp.  It was hot and exhausting but 
well worth it.  Luis sent Pancho and 
David up to a lookout to glass, while 
we found some shade to rest before an 
afternoon of glassing.  Lance and Luis 
joined the crew later, while James and I 
assembled our tent and made our camp 
ready for this night.  

Just as we finished, Lanced showed 
up:  “We have a good ram about a mile 
by crow.  If we haul butt, we can get 
there before dark.  Let’s get going.”  
Off we went, up the hill to the ridge 
top.  We had two hours until dark.  We 
would be traveling by ridge top in a 
big circle to get to the Ram.  Off we 
went at a brisk pace, Luis, Pancho, 
James, me, and Lance.  Pancho was in 
front, carrying James’ rifle.  We were 
all spread out on a game trail, about 50 
yards apart.   

As we here moving right along, 
James heard something moving 
through the rocks and brush below 
him.  James stopped and I got about 
10 yards from him.  James could hear 
something moving away from Pancho 
towards him.  

James:  “Dad, behind you”.
A really nice ram, definitely a shooter 

came straight up the hill and was 
standing five yards from me.  James 
stood looking at the ram.  So James 
with his rifle had to do something; he 
took his walking stick and threw it like 
a javelin at the ram.  

I gave a yell:  “Bring the rifle”.
Pancho shows up about 30 yards 

from us with the rifle.
Luis: “There he is.  James, come 

here.”
James gets to the gun the same time 

as Lance shows up with the shooting 
sticks.

James, sits down, I load the rifle and 
place it on the sticks.

The ram is about 175 yards down 
and across a draw moving deliberately 
through the rocks.

James: “I got Him.”
Lance: “Don’t shoot until he stops”
The ram almost stopped but he keeps 

moving for the next few minutes.
Lance: “He is too far, James.”
James: “He was really a nice ram”
Everyone: “Yes, James he was really 

a nice ram.  Let’s get going, we have a 
ram to harvest.”

We get to where we think the ram 
is at 5:15.  It gets dark at 6:00.  Luis 
told Lance we need to extend the sticks 
because the brush is about four feet 
high in this area and James would not 

be able to sit down.  Lance extends 
the sticks and carries them while he is 
looking for the ram.  It starts to rain.  
We slowly move out on a finger ridge, 
looking and moving very cautiously.  
No ram anywhere.  The rain stops.  

Lance: “I think we are one ridge over.  
We need to move 150 yards down the 
main ridge and branch off.” 

So, off we went, it’s 5:30. We are 
now on the main.  Bingo!!!  Out comes 
runs the ram running from a draw and 
up to the ridge top. The ram stops 75 
yards from us.  Lance places the sticks; 
I placed the rifle on the sticks, James 
takes charge of the rifle.

Lance: “James, Shoot!”
This is where the shootout begins.  

Lance has eyeballs at 5’ – 10”, James’ 
eyeballs, on the sticks, are at 4’-0.  
Lance has a perfectly clear view of the 
ram, but James has brush in his scope.  
Lance says: “Shoot”, James shot 
and the ram stood there and moved 
forward about 20 feet and stopped.  I 
was dumfounded: James is deadly at 
75 yards.

Lance moves the sticks 5 yards, 
reloads the rifle, and James is in 
charge with a clear shot.  James 
takes deliberate aim, Click.  I quickly 
opened the chamber, no shell, I load 
the chamber.  Now the Ram has lost 
all patience.  Off to the races, down the 
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hill moving in the very steep rocks at 
very steady pace. 

Lance moves James forward about 
10 yards to the edge of the hill.  James 
is set up on his stick and locked onto the 
ram. He is very cool and deliberately 
waits for him to stop.

The ram paused for a few seconds: 
James fires a shot.  The ram indicates 
he was hit.  The shootout lasted for 
seven shots while the Ram was moving 
down the hill as fast as he could 
manage.  Each time the ram would 
pause, James would fire.  James hit 
the Ram four out of the seven shots.  
The ram was mortally wounded, and 
stopped behind a cactus at 218 yards.  
The ram showed most of his butt in the 
fork of the cactus.  James had time and 
took careful aim; the ram went down 
and rolled onto a ledge with a fifty foot 
drop off.  Gobbler was down, James 
was a Grand Slammer.  What a year. 

The celebration started and lasted for 
a while.  We got to the ram 15 minutes 
before dark.  The ram was really a 
terrific trophy and James and everyone 
else were thrilled.  Pictures, skinning 
and celebrating went on until 8:00.  We 
got everything loaded up and we started 
back to our camp.  Our adventure was 
not over.  The trip back on the ridge 
tops in the dark without any moon was 
an event.  The ridge branches out all 
along the way.   Of course everything 
in total darkness is exaggerated and 
though we were not lost, we could not 
see very far.  We knew where we had to 
end up, but it was not possible to cross 
the canyon to get there, so we had to 
keep on the ridge top and believe that it 
was the correct game trail.  Worst case, 
we would spend the night on a ridge 
top.  That would be a good character 
builder for James; I have already had 
my character built, but it would be part 
of the fun.

About 11:00 we are working our way 
along.  We all had flashlights and we 
were spaced out about fifty feet apart. 

The game trails were pretty dim and 
you had to be careful not to slip off 
the trail and in short order be 75 yards 
below the trail and trying to beat your 
way back up the hill.  I was keeping an 
eye on James by seeing a light in the 
brush ahead of me.  So, I look ahead; 
no light to be seen from where James 
ought to be.  I moved ahead at a brisk 
pace to locate him and I see a spotlight 
on the trail about 6 inches in diameter.  
When I am about 15 yards away I see 
James on his hands and knee’s chasing 
something.  

Jim: “James what are you doing.”
James: “I caught a Lizard.  Look at 

him. He is really big.”
Jim: “James, get rid of the Lizard.  

Get going and watch your step.”
We got back to our spike camp at 

12:30.  Everyone was thrilled with the 
day’s adventure and the Ram James 
got.  James and I gathered up a little 
food, and crawled into the tent.  We 
ate and relived the day’s adventure for 
about an hour. 

We were up the next morning about 
8:00, had a bite to eat, and started 
packing up our gear.  We started down 
the hill at 10:00 and got back to the 
Rangers at 12:30.  The drive back to 
base camp was in full celebration 
mode.  Back at camp we all relived the 
whole hunting trip, the stock, shootout 
and the adventure back to camp that 
night.

Lance was the official SCI score 
master.  Lance and company took 
careful measurements and the Ram 
totaled up 177 SCI.  He had 16 ¼ inch 
bases and was broomed off both sides 
and extra heavy on one side.

Well my little boy completed his 
adventure with the help of many friends 
and got his Grand Slam at 10 years old.  
I enjoy telling everyone that I got my 
Grand Slam last year at 65 years old.  
The best hunts of my life have been in 
the last two years with James.
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August 1, 2013 – USA International 
Shooting Park, Ft. Carson, CO – Fresh 
off winning their second Scholastic 
Clay Target Program National Trap 
Championship in three years, five 
members of the BHS Demons Shooting 
Team traveled to Colorado Springs to 
participate in the SCTP International 
(Olympic Style) Championships which 
were held concurrently with the USA 
Shooting National Championships.

Demons Myles Walker, Christian 
Jensen, Jordan Hintz, Alexa & Cody 
McCarthy were all fortunate enough 
to be guests at the Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado Springs, staying 
in the same facilities with many of the 
United States top athletes and Olympic 
champions, an experience very few 
people will ever have the opportunity 
to do.

The Demons shooters made the long 
journey from Wisconsin to Ft. Carson 
to compete in the 250-target bunker 

By: Tom Wondrash, SCTP National Director

International 
Championships
Demon Trap Shooters 

Excel in Colorado Springs
trap event and the 300-target double 
trap event, both of which are Olympic 
sports that are much faster and more 
difficult than the American versions of 
the games. With limited access to an 
Olympic bunker to train, the Burlington 
area athletes once again proved the 
BHS Shooting team is amongst the 
finest youth development teams in the 
country.

The bunker trap event is comprised of 
10 rounds of 25 targets held over four 
days, making it a grueling marathon 
of both physical and mental stamina 
where seasoned athletes rise to the top. 
Two shots are allowed at each of the 
targets. After 250 targets, the top six in 
each category then shoot a final round 
of 25 to determine the medal winners. 
There were 53 competitors from 17 
teams that participated in the SCTP 
bunker trap event.

Walker, Hintz, and Alexa McCarthy 
teamed up to win the senior (High 

School) silver medal in bunker trap 
shooting a team score of 643 out of 750 
targets second to only the Bridge Creek 
Clays out of Georgia who tallied 656.

Hintz led the Demons with 221 of 
250 in the qualifications and then hit 
18 in the final to tie for third place; in 
a sudden death shoot-off, he prevailed 
with the senior bronze medal. Walker 
added 218 to finish sixth. Alexa 
McCarthy’s 203 put her into the 
ladies final where she finished fourth. 
Cody McCarthy finished fourth in the 
Intermediate (Grades 5-8) division 
with 189. Hintz and Walker were 
among only seven athletes who shot 
perfect rounds of 25 during the event.

Double trap is ten rounds of 30 
targets shot over two days. Each round 
is 15 pair thrown simultaneously at 
different angles creating a challenge 
for even the best shooters in the world. 
Competitors get one shot at each target 
with the top six again shooting off for 
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the medals.
Jensen, Hintz, and Walker were 

teamed in the double trap event and 
the Demons surprised the competition 
by winning the senior gold medal 
breaking 729 of 900 targets finishing 
11 targets ahead of the Minute Man 
Sharpshooters from Massachusetts. 
Walker rose above the pack to also 
win the individual senior gold medal 
breaking 258 targets with Hintz joining 
him on the podium taking the bronze 
with a 247. Jensen also made the top 
six with a 10-round total of 218.

Since the SCTP event was held 
concurrently with the USA Shooting 
National Championships, the SCTP 
competitors were also eligible to win 
USAS awards; Walker’s impressive 
show in the double trap event earned 
him the USAS Junior bronze medal (up 
to 21) and made a lasting impression 
on USAS coaches and fellow 
competitors. Hintz won second place 
for USAS Class B in double trap and 
Alexa McCarthy won second in Class 
B ladies bunker trap.

There is currently an Olympic 
bunker being built at the Wisconsin 

Trapshooting Association’s new 
Shooting Complex and Learning Center 
in the town of Rome, near Steven’s 
Point. This will allow Midwest athletes 
the opportunity to practice and train 
for national competitions in the future 
in addition to local competitions to be 
held at the venue. 

The competition is the last time 
that the three seniors - Hintz, Walker, 
and Jensen - competed with the BHS 
Demons Shooting team ending an era 
that included four Wisconsin High 
School Trap Championships, two SCTP 
High School Championships, and two 
SCTP National Trap Championships. 
They, along with the six other seniors 
on the 2013 Demons team, will pass 
the torch to the next generation of 
sharpshooters in the BHS program led 
by head coach Chet Tuinstra.

For more information on the 
Burlington High School Demons 
Shooting Team, visit www.
bhsdemonstrap.com or on the 
Scholastic Clay Target Program, visit 
www.sssfonline.com
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